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“CONE. ESSION, lbs film by Costa-Gavras, ' oe eee 
_ based on book by Ajtur London, Paramount. eve? 


“We are confronted by two types. of social contradictions— 
‘these between ourselves: and the enemy and those among the 
> people themse ly es. The two are totally different in their. nature.’ 
: is : *Mao Tsetung : us 


The political trials which Aaeiae Ea astern Eioped in the early i 
1950s represent one of the most sordid 2xd. despicable pages in 
‘the history of the world re velunonaa! movement, The most 
notorious of these “show trials” took place in Czechoslovakia in 
"1952, in which 14 leading members of the Czech Communist 
party were conv icted of treason and various crimes against the 

_ state. Eleven of these were executed, including Rudolph Slansky,. 
“secrelary-general of the Czech CP. Most of the accused were Jews, 

a fact of no small i impor lance in all the circumstances surrounding 
‘these.events. - - > ; 

; — In the “thaw” following Stalin’s dentliane in the shock-waves 
flowing from the reyclations of Khrushchev’s report, it was 
revealed that these men--and scores of others like them in other 
countries—had been unjustly accused, legally tried, and im- 
morally dispensed. with. One troubling gucstion- in the entire 
affair was that the defendants had all “confessed” to their crimes. 

: ‘Observers in the courtroom asserted that the men did not appear 
to be under undue duress at the time, that their physical 

. , condition seemed good and that there scemed to be every” 

opportunity for any of them to renounce his “confession” in 

: . open court. None did so, each reciting a litany of “crimes” which . 
. ee - seemed ineredible at the time. - We Ne an! As ee TREES og 
: One of the survivors of the Slansky tral, Artur London, has. 
written a memoir of those events which undertakes to explain 
what happened. I have not read the book, but a motion picture 
based upon it, “Confession,” reveals a petterit of psychological 
torture and fantastic mind ° manipulation -which, while not 
resolving all of the questions inherent, decexDlein some of wnat 
took Place at that time. 

Tt is a brutally terrifying film, nade in the same "pseudo- 
documentary ae which its diréetor, Costa-Gavras, employed i in 
SZ. And fike “Z,? it-is a “political” film which never goes 
beyond the outer appearance of both incidents and pone 


And so; the first question which must be asked. is! Are the: 
* contradictions in a fascist state between the popular: forces and 
‘the police apparatus and the :contradictions in a socialist state 
which resulted in- the perpetration of-sveh gross violations of 
revolutionary justice, the same kind of contradictions? os 
“The contradictions between ourselves oud the enemy and the 
contradictions among the peop!é must -be resolved by different 
methods, To put it briefly, the former are a matter of drawing a 
clear distinction between ourselves and the enemy and the latter a 
, matter of drawing a oem distinction belw een right and wrong.’ 
Tg. ie ne - - Mao Fsetung 
beouinted. in the price the ‘revolutionary forces of the world 
must pay-for the deterioration of socialist morality is the fact 


. that not only the cluss enemy, but sympathetic “liberals” like: : ; e 
Costa-Gavras find it all too easy Co equate thé criminality of 
fascism with the violations of socialism— —failing to sce that the . 


one is a central characteristic of a ae as while the other, 
is a distortion. ° 
Now I have no “intentfon ‘of minimizing the cana 
responsibility of those in’ thé Soviet Usion, ‘Czechoslovakia, 
Bulgaria, Hungary and Poland who comumiited these acts, Nor am. 
‘J. satisfied with the explanations of those events which attribute 
them solely to the nachi: iations of the. CI ree the temporary rise 
‘ aan to power of power- -sceking, unsocialized: ckments, although I do 
; ‘not discount those’ factors. My main-etiticism of the Khrushchev 
report of 1956 and the various admissions of wiong-doing 
elsewhere in Eastern Europe fs se they did not explore fully 
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